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A Beginner's Guide to Reading a Birth Chart

The whole of astrology is built from four simple pieces. Learn the planets,
the signs, the houses, and the way they speak to one another, and you can

read the map of any life, starting with your own.
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INTRODUCTION

What Astrology Actually Is

Astrology is a language. Once you know its handful of words and how they join into sentences, you can

read the sky like a page.

Most people meet astrology through one word: their star sign. "I am a Leo." "She is a Scorpio." That single sign is
your Sun sign, and it is real, but it is one word of a much larger language. Reading a whole birth chart from your Sun

sign alone is like judging a book from one letter on the cover.

Here is the whole idea. When you were born, the sun, moon, and planets sat in particular places in the sky. Astrology
treats that snapshot, your birth chart, as a symbolic map of who you are and how your life tends to move. Learning

astrology means learning to read that map.

And the good news is the same as it was with the tarot. You do not memorise thousands of separate meanings. The
whole system is built from four kinds of piece. Learn the four, learn how they combine, and you can read any chart.

We will take them slowly, one at a time.

IF YOU HAVE READ THE TAROT GUIDE

You have already met these signs and planets. The Tower was Mars, Strength was Leo, the Empress was Venus.
Astrology is the fuller language behind those same symbols. You are not starting from zero. You are learning to speak

what you have already been pointing at.
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THE BIG PICTURE

The Four Building Blocks

Nearly everything in astrology is made of four kinds of piece. This is the whole machine.

Before any detail, here is the entire system in one breath. Every statement an astrologer makes is built from four

ingredients:
¢ The Planets, the "what". Each planet stands for a drive or a part of you. The Sun is your core self, the Moon
your feelings, and so on.

o The Signs, the "how". The twelve zodiac signs describe the style a planet acts in. Bold, cautious, dreamy,

practical.

¢ The Houses, the "where". Twelve areas of life. A planet's house shows where its energy plays out: money, love,

career, home.

e The Aspects, the "how they talk". The angles between planets, showing whether they help or fight each other.
Put them in a row and you have the sentence that runs all of astrology:

THE SENTENCE BEHIND EVERY CHART

A planet (what) in a sign (how) in a house (where), making aspects (how it relates) to other planets.

For example: Venus (love) in Scorpio (intense and all-or-nothing) in the seventh house (committed partnership).
Already that describes someone who loves deeply and completely, especially in serious relationships. That is a real

reading, built from just three of the four pieces. Let us meet each piece in turn.



CHAPTER ONE

The Planets, the "What"

The planets are the actors. Each one is a part of you, a basic human drive.

Start here, because the planets are the "what" of every sentence. Astrology counts the Sun and Moon as planets too,

for simplicity. Each planet governs one piece of the human being.

Planet What it governs In a person

The Sun core self, identity, ego, vitality who you fundamentally are

The Moon emotions, instincts, inner world, needs how you feel and what soothes you
Mercury thinking, speaking, learning how your mind works

Venus love, beauty, pleasure, values what and how you love

Mars drive, energy, desire, anger how you act and fight for things
Jupiter growth, luck, meaning, expansion where you grow and feel lucky
Saturn discipline, limits, duty, time where you must work and mature
Uranus change, freedom, rebellion, surprise where you break the mould
Neptune dreams, imagination, spirituality, illusion where you dissolve and dream
Pluto power, depth, transformation, control where you are remade

FAST AND SLOW PLANETS

The Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, and Mars move quickly, so they describe your personal, day-to-day self. Jupiter and
Saturn move slower. Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto move so slowly that whole generations share them, so they colour eras

as much as individuals. When reading a person, the personal planets matter most.




CHAPTER TWO

The Twelve Signs, the "How"

If a planet is what, the sign it sits in is how. The sign is the flavour, the style, the accent.

A planet always sits in one of the twelve signs, and the sign colours how that planet behaves. Mars (drive) in fiery
Aries is blunt and fast. Mars in earthy Capricorn is patient and strategic. Same drive, different style. Here are the

twelve, each with its element and its core flavour.

Sign Element Core style

Aries Fire bold, direct, first, competitive

Taurus Earth steady, sensual, patient, stubborn
Gemini Air curious, chatty, quick, restless

Cancer Water caring, protective, moody, home-loving
Leo Fire warm, proud, generous, dramatic

Virgo Earth precise, helpful, analytical, modest

Libra Air fair, charming, relational, indecisive
Scorpio Water intense, deep, private, all-or-nothing
Sagittarius Fire adventurous, honest, free, restless
Capricorn Earth disciplined, ambitious, serious, patient
Aquarius Air independent, inventive, detached, humane
Pisces Water dreamy, compassionate, artistic, escapist

The four elements, a shortcut

The same four elements from the tarot are here, and they group the signs by temperament:

Fire (Aries, Leo, Sagittarius): energetic, passionate, spirited.

Earth (Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn): practical, grounded, reliable.

Air (Gemini, Libra, Aquarius): mental, social, communicative.

Water (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces): emotional, intuitive, deep.



A NOTE ON "I AM A LEO"
When someone names their sign, they mean their Sun sign, where the Sun sat at their birth. It is important, it is your
core self, but it is one planet in one sign. A full chart has every planet in some sign. That is why two Leos can feel so

different: the rest of their charts differ.



CHAPTER THREE

The Twelve Houses, the "Where"

The signs are the sky. The houses are the earth below it, the twelve areas of your actual life.

Imagine the chart as a wheel split into twelve slices. Each slice, called a house, governs one area of life. A planet's
house tells you where its energy shows up in practice. Venus (love) means one thing in the house of career and

another in the house of home.

House Area of life

1st self, identity, appearance, how you come across
2nd money, possessions, values, self-worth

3rd communication, learning, siblings, short trips
4th home, family, roots, your inner base

5th creativity, romance, play, children

6th work, health, daily routine, service

7th partnership, marriage, close others

8th intimacy, shared resources, death, transformation
9th travel, philosophy, higher learning, belief

10th career, reputation, public role, ambition

11th friends, groups, hopes, community

12th the hidden, the unconscious, solitude, endings

WHY HOUSES NEED YOUR BIRTH TIME

The houses are set by the exact moment and place of birth, because they depend on the earth's daily spin. This is why
astrologers ask for your birth time. Without it, you still have every planet in a sign, but the houses, and one important
point called the Rising sign, cannot be placed. If you do not know your time, the chart still works, it is just missing this

layer.




CHAPTER FOUR

The Aspects, the "How They Talk"

The planets do not act alone. The angles between them show whether they cooperate or clash.

The final building block is the relationships between planets, called aspects. They are simply the angles planets make
to one another around the wheel. Some angles feel smooth and helpful, others tense and challenging. You do not

need all of them at first. Five carry most of the meaning.

Aspect Angle Feeling

Conjunction 0 degrees (together) blended, fused, intensified. The two planets act as one.
Sextile 60 degrees easy, supportive, an opportunity. Gentle help.

Square 90 degrees tension, friction, a challenge that drives growth.

Trine 120 degrees flowing, natural, a gift. The two planets get along easily.
Opposition 180 degrees (facing) a tug of war, a balance to strike between two pulls.

THE SIMPLE VERSION
Conjunctions blend. Trines and sextiles are the easy, lucky links. Squares and oppositions are the friction, the growth
edges, the parts of a chart that make life interesting and a person complex. A chart with no tension would be flat. The

squares are often where the story is.

Now you have all four blocks. A planet, in a sign, in a house, making aspects. Everything else in astrology is detail

hung on this frame.



CHAPTER FIVE

The Big Three: Sun, Moon, and Rising

If you learn only three things in a chart, learn these. Together they sketch most of a person.

A full chart has a lot in it, but three placements carry the most weight. Astrologers call them the Big Three, and

reading just these gives a surprisingly full picture.

The Sun, who you are

Your core self, your identity, the "you" at the centre. This is your familiar star sign. It describes your basic character

and what makes you feel alive.

The Moon, how you feel

Your emotional inner world, your instincts, what you need to feel safe and soothed. Often more private than the Sun.
Two people with the same Sun but different Moons handle feelings very differently. The Moon is the part of you

your close ones know.

The Rising, how you meet the world

Also called the Ascendant, this is the sign that was climbing over the horizon at your birth. It is the "front door" of
your personality, your instinctive manner, your first impression, even your look and style. It also sets where all your
houses begin, which is why birth time matters so much. The Rising is the mask and the doorway, the way your inner

world reaches the outer one.

A SIMPLE WAY TO HOLD IT

The Sun is who you are. The Moon is how you feel. The Rising is how you seem. Learn these three signs for yourself

and you already have the spine of your whole chart. Everything else adds shading.

10



THE METHOD

How to Read a Chart

Here is the whole approach in one place. Build the sentence, one planet at a time.

1. Start with the Big Three. Sun, Moon, Rising. This sketches the person.
2. Take each planet in turn. Read it as a sentence: this planet (what), in this sign (how), in this house (where).

3. Add the aspects. See which planets link up, easily or tensely, and let that show how the parts of the person

cooperate or clash.

4. Look for patterns. Lots of one element? Many planets in one house? A cluster of tension? The repeated theme is

usually the heart of the chart.

5. Blend it into a picture. A chart is not a list. It is one person, described from many angles at once.

EXAMPLE - ONE LINE OF A CHART

Moon (feelings) in Aries (bold, quick) in the tenth house (career, public life). Read as a sentence: this is someone whose
emotions run fast and hot, and whose feelings are tied up with their work and public standing. They may need visible

achievement to feel emotionally settled. That is one line. A chart has ten or so, and you weave them together.
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AFTERWORD

Make It Your Own

The building blocks are the grammar. Fluency comes from reading real charts, starting with your own.

Everything in this guide is the foundation that every astrologer shares. It is worth learning properly, because you
cannot read a life until you can read a sentence. But grammar is not yet a voice. Fluency comes from practice:
reading your own chart, then those of people you know, until the sentences start to blend on their own into a living

picture.

And as with the cards, the deeper art is connection. Notice how a chart's themes repeat. Feel how one strong
placement colours the whole. In time you can weave astrology together with other systems you know, the tarot you
have already studied, and any other language of meaning you work in, until a single moment can be read from

several angles at once.

That is how a reading becomes yours, and not a recital of keywords. The sky gives everyone the same grammar.

What you hear in it is your own.
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A note of honesty, kept to the end. Astrology is a language of meaning and reflection, not a machine of proven cause and effect. Read it as a mirror
that helps you think, feel, and see yourself more clearly, and hold it with both curiosity and a light hand. Seeing yourself clearly is its own kind of

magic.
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